
CHAPTER XVIII. 

T1rn perfectly clean record of General Schuyler's civil 

and military character while in command of the Northern 

Department, which was made by the Committee of inves­

tigation appointed by Congress in the spring of 1777, and 

by the conrt-martial in the autumn of 177 , seemed to be 

a snflicient reason why the tongue of slander should cease. 

It did cease, and l1onorable men, in and out of the army, 

who had believed false accusations to be true, hastened to 

express their convictions to the contrary.* No whisper 

* The late \V m. J. D:n,ies wrote to me as follows, under dnte of 

August 9, 1859: "A short time since I made some copies for Mr. Ban­

croft, from General Glover's letter-book, which had been loaned to him 

for that purpose, among which was one written at Stillwater, giving 

his opinion of the t ransactions which resulted in the evacuation of 

'l'iconderoga, and the march of Burgoyne on to Saratoga. He mentions 

the existence of g reat clamors raised against Schuyler and St. Clair, in 

consequence of the fall of that fortress, and the subi:;equent reverses 

of the fleeing army, and in which he says be also had sympathized, he 

bP.ing at that time at Peekskill; 'but,' says he,' on my arrival at tho 

seat of war, I, of course, had better opportunities of observing and 

judging, and it gives ma pleasure to say that I have altered my opin­

ion, and am satisfied that all was done that was possible to prevent 

that catastrophe, and that General Schuyler was no way blamable.' 

I conceive this letter," Mr. Davis continues," of immense importance 

in connection with Schuyler's military reputation; and completely 

refutes the charge of a. want of capacity in his manner of conducting' 

that campaign." 
General Glover was one of the New Englanci officers with Schuy­

ler in tho field, who so warmly expressed regret when he left the 

Northern Department. His letter is a specimen of the testimony given 

by mnny of the New England officers, who were well informed re­

specting ~chuyler's military character. They did this in the face of 
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against him as a brave, E:kilful and judicious military 
commander was afterward heard during the remainder of 
his life, which was prolonged more than a q narter of a 
century from the time of his trial- a period of political 
tempests in which he was an acti,·e participant. Ile was 
regarded with affection and reverence by the people of his 
State as their saYiour from the horrors of an in,·asion by 
civilized and eavage men, who would have desolated the 
fairest portions of it but for General Schuyler's timely and 
continual exertions; and the whole country, so soon as his 
immense and patriotic labors were revealed, when truth 
had swept away from them the smoke of jealousy and 
detraction, honored him as the chief instrument in defeat­
ing the capital scheme of the British ministry for enslav­
ing the colonies. 

For more than sixty years after the death of General 
Schuyler the great importance of that patriot's public 
sel"dces iu the N orthcrn D epartment was never questioned. 
The late Chief Justice Kent, ,,Ti ting of him, said : H In 
the prejudices of their sectional compatriots, and often suffered in con­
sequence. 

Among those who honorably defended General Schuyler ,vas the 
Rev. Cotton Mather Smith, who was Chaplain of n. Connecticut regi­
ment. So soon ns he was satisfied that the character of General 
Schuyler was unjustly attacked, he openly espoused his cause and 
endea,·ored to vindicate him, by which course he offended and 
aiienated many of his own friends. Long years afte rward, this gener­
ous conduct of Mr. Smith became known to General Schuyler, and 
the latter wrote to the former from New York (l 'i'95), saying: "If the 
l egis lature had continued its session a.t Poughkeepsie, I intended my-

. self thc:1 pleasure of paying you a. visit, personally to have conveyed 
those sentiments of esteem and affection with which I am deeply im­
pres~ed for a. character who generously interposed in my favor when 
calumny reigned triumphant. I could only be supported by men like 
you and au approving conscience." 

In further testiruoI.Ly of his gratitude to Mr. Smith, Geneial Schuy­
ler sent him a quarter cask of wine. 
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acuteness of intellect, profound thought, indefatigable 
activity, exhanstless energy, pure patriotism, and persever­
ing and intrepid public efforts, we had no superior."* 
And Daniel Webster said to his grandson upon a social 
occasion: "When a life of your grandfather is to be pub­
lished I should like to write a preface. I was bronght up 
with New England prejudices against him, but I consider 
him a ., second only to Washington in the services he ren­
dered to the country in the war of the Revolution. His 
zeal and devotion to the cause, under difficulties which 
would have paralyzed the efforts of most men, and his for­
titude and courage when assailed hy malicious attacks upon 
his public and private character, every one of whioli was 
proved to be false, have impressed me with a strong desire 
to express publicly my sense of his great qualities."t 

During the stormy period, in the political history of 
our country, when the elements of conflicting opinion 
crystallized into the shapes of the Federal and Republican 
parties, and the warfare (in which Schuyler actively en­
gaged) ,,·as carried on with a bitterness of personal feeling 
now a~rnost inconceivable, not one of the rumors against 
his reputation started during the war was mentioned. 
The slanders had all been so amply refuted that they 
seemed no longer to occupy a place in men's minds. His 
eminent public services in the campaign of 1777, and his 
courage and ability were never questioned until a distin­
guished historian, strangely misreading, it seems to me, 
the correspondence of the General at that time, and as 
strangely misconceiving the nature of his efforts, came to 

* American Portrait Gallery. 
t See" Correspondence and Remarks upon Bancroft's History of 

the Northern Campaign of 1777, and the Character of General Schuy­
ler." By GEORGE L. SCHUYLER, page 25. 
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the conclusion that he was an incapable coward, and 
wrote as follows in a rapid review of those services :·* 

" Meantinrn. the British were never harried by the troops with 
Schuyler,+ against whom public opinion was rising. Men reasoned 
righ tly, that, if Ticonderoga was untenable, he should have known it, 
and given timely orders for its evacuation, instead of which he had 
been heaping up stores there to the last.+ To screen his popularity, 
he insisted that the retreat was made without the least hint from him­
i-elf, and was 'ill-judged and not warranted from necessity.' 'With 
manly frankness Saint Clair assumed the sole responsibilit.y of the 
praiseworthy act which saYed to the country many of its bravest 
defenders.§ 

" Schuyler owed his place to his social position, not to military 
talents. Anxious, and suspected of a want of personal courage, he 
found eYerything go ill under his command. To the Continental 
troops of Saint Clair, who were suffering from the loss of their clothes 
and tents, he was unable to restore confidence ; nor could he rouse the 
people. JI The choice fot· governor of New York fell on George Clin-

·• Bancroft's History of the United States, chapter xxi. volume ix. 
t This assertion seems very strange in the light of historical facts 

and the information in the hands of the historian when hP- wrote, for 
he had all of the Letter Books of General Schuyler, and the mass of 
letters written to him, in his poss<'ssion when he prepared these dis­
parag ing remarks. 

The reader who may have perused the records of this campaign in 
the Northern Department, in the few preceding chapters of this 
volume, cannot fail to perceive the injustice of the reflections upon the 
character of General Schuyler, indulged in by Mr. Bancroft, and com­
ments upon them might appear unnecessary. A few notes seem to 
be cnlled for. 

:f: See his vindication in his qnoted correspondence and at his trial. 
§ General Schuyler, on nQ occasion (and particularly on this occa­

sion), ever attempted to" screen his popularity," or, as he is charged in 
another place (page 361), felt " a dread of clamor, shirking the re­
sponsibility of giving definite instructions." On tho contrary, he was 
ever unmindful of popularity, so long as he believed his conduct to be 
right; and instead of St. Clair assuming all the responsibility, it was 
shared with all the general officers who were with him, according to 
their letter to General Schuy1er, mentioned on page 240. 

I I ha,e nowhere found a shadow of a foundation for this asser­
t.ion. He was never suspected of a want of personal courage except­
rng by those person8 who had been deceived by the falsehoods of his 
enemies, as the writer ought to have known. 
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ton. 'His character,' said ,vashington to the Council of Safety, • will 
make him p<.>culiarly useful at the h~ad of yonr State.' Schuyler 
wrote: 'His family and connectiom; do not entitle him to so distin­
guished a preeminence.'* The aid of Vermont was needed; Schuy­
ler would never address its Secretary except in his 'private capa­
city.' t Thero could be no hope of a successful campaign, but with 
the hearty cooperation of Xew England; yet Schuyler gave leave for 
one half of its militia to go home at once, and the rest to follow in 
three weeks,+ and then called upon Washington to supply their places 
by troops from the south of the Hudson Hivcr, saying to his friends 
that one Southern soldier was worth two from New England.§ 

"On the twenty-second, long before Burgoyne was ready to advance, 
Schuyler retreated to a position four miles bdow Fort Edward.~ 
Here again he complained of his' exposure to immediate ruiu.' His 
friends urged him to silence the growing suspiciou of his cowardice ;-;f 

-~ The historian gives no authority for this statement. The known 
cordial relations, political and personal, which existed between Schuy­
ler and Clinton at that time, make it seem improbable that he made 
such an assertion. It might have been made in some letter written to 
Schuyler. 

t The reason for this punctilio is given in a note on page 186 of this 
volume, and fully justifies General Schuyler. The reason is also given 
by Mr. Bancroft, on page 3GO, volume ix. 

+ This, in the light of facts reven,led by General Schuyler in his 
letters, from which quotations have been made on pages 242, 25G and 
others of this vol ume, seems to be a. most ungenerous reflection. 

§ In none of his letters to \Vasbingtou, asking for reinforcements, 
have I found Schuyler intimating any such desire. No wish for a 
substitution of troops" from the south of Hudson's RiYer" is any­
where ex:presse<l in his olficial letters ; nor do I find any allusion to 
the comparative value of soldiers from different sections. 

! According to the Journal of General Riedesel, Burgoyne was 
tlien" ready to advance," and on that very day ordered General Fra­
ser to move on to Fort Edward. Two days Inter General Riedesel was 
ordered forward, and on the 2-Gth, acc,,rding to Schuyler's letter, 
Fraser's t.roops and Indians attacked pickets at Fort Edwn.rd. Five 
days later still, Burgoyne made his head-quarters at Fort Edward. 

~f " From the nature of your department and other unavoidable 
causes," William Duer wrote to Schuyler on the 29th of July," you 
ba,e not, during the course of this war, had nn opportunity of evinc­
ing that spirit which I and your more intimate friends know you to 
po~sess. Of this circumstance prejudice takes a cruel advantage, and 
malice lends an easy ear to her dictates. You will not, I am sure, see 
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he answered: "If there is a battle I shall certainly expose myself 
more than is prudent."·* To tl1e New York Council of Safety he wrote 
on the twenty-fourth: "I mean to dispute every inch of ground with 
Burgoyne, and reta1·<l hi s descent as long as possible;" and in less 
than a week, without disputing anything, he retreated to Saratoga, 
having his heart set on a position at the juncture of the Mohawk and 
Hudson. The courage of the commander being gone, his officers and 
his army became spirit.less; and, as his only resource, he solicited aid 
from "\Vashington with unreasoning importunity.f 

this plnce till your conduct gives the lie to this insinuation, as it has 
done before to every other which your enemies have so industriously 
circulated." This was written on the day when Congress ordered an 
im·estigation concerning the evacuation of Ticonderoga, and the fac­
tion opposed to Schuyler were filling the ears of the members of that 
body with iusinuntions of his cowardice and treason, nnd threatening 
what was done four days later, namely, an order for him to repair to 
Philadelphia. This is the foundation of the historian's remark. 

* This was not said in reply to any such letter from his friends. 
In a letter to Jolm Jay, Schuyler, after mentioning that the enemy 
had appeared near Fort Edward; that a battle seemed imminent, and 
that, in consequence of the feebleness of his own force, he should 
amid one. if necessary, he said: "It is not impossible but it may take 
place, and as the fate of every person engaged in it is uncertain, as I 
shall certainly be there, and in order to inspirit my troops shall ex­
pose myself more than it is prudent for a commanding officer to do, I 
may possibly get rid of the cares of life, or fall into their hands." It 
will be seen that the historian, in quoting· only a part of the sentence, 
has given it an aspect entirely different from what it bears with its 
context. 

t 'fhis sentence, liko that quoted in the last note before this, the 
historian has wrested from its context, and thereby it is made to 
,issume an aspect entirely different from what it wears in the original. 
The whole sentence reads as follows, and is the summing up after a 
statement of the forlorn condition of his army: "Should it be asked 
what line of conduct I mean to hold amidst this variety of difficulties 
and distr~ss, I would answer, to dispute every inch of ground with 
General Burgoyne and retard his descent into the country as long as 
possible, witlwnt tlie least liopes of bein,q nble to prevent it ultimately, 
1tnles.~ I am reinforced f1·om Gene1·al Wa.~llinr;ton, or by a respectnble 
body of mUitia." This letter is quoted entire on pagE1 242 of tlii~ 
volume. The unfairness of the hi storian in omitting that part of the 
sootence which I haYe put in italics, is very apparent ; and the insin­
uation that General Schuyler was a boaster nnd a cownrd seems cruel 
in the extrnme. By such a suppr~saion of a part of a sentence it may 
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After alluding to the few reinforcements which Wash­
ington had sent to the N orthern Department, and the 
anxiety of the Commander-in-chief, Mr. Bancroft writes : 
"Alarmed by Schuyler's want of fortitude, he ordered to 
the north Arnold, who was fearless, and Lincoln, who was 

acceptable to the militia of the Eastern States. At the 
same time, he Lade Schuyler 'never despair.'''+:- Com­
menting upon Washington's hopefulness, he says: '' All 
this while Schuyler continued to despond ;"t and then, 
4.uoting a part of a sentence of a letter in -wldch that gen­
eral alluded to the possibility of Burgoyne's re,lChing 
Albany, he says : '' The next day, flying from a shadow 

cast before him, he moved his army to the first js]and in 
the month of the :Mohawk river. Ile pitied the man who 
should succeed him, and accepted the applause of his 
admirers at Albany for the wisdom of his s,:d'e retreat."+ 

be easily provon that ,vashington was a traitor to his country. The 
r <'adcr who may peruse the whole of Schuyler's letter from which this 
pa.rt of a sentence has been wrested iu support of cruel insinuations 
will perceive, too, that the General's urgent calls for reinforcements 
were not made with" unreasoning importunity." His army was in a. 
most critical situation. 

* Schuyler asked Washington to send him an efficient and spirited 
brigadier, to help him mould raw militia into soldiers ; and, instead of 
being alarmed by the general " want of fortitude," he simply com· 
plied with his request. See pages 232 and 23il of this volume. 

t For remarks upon this point, see page 24'~ of this volume. 
+ The historian omits to mention the important fact that this move· 

ment to the Mohawk was in accordance with the unanimous vote of 
his general officers, in a council of war. See page 256 of this volume. 
See, also, page 309 for the context of the letter in which he ex­
pressed his pity for the man who Rhould succeed him. Irn,tead of the 
addressors of General Schuyler, h ere alluded to, being his "admirers 
at Albany," a large number of them were refugees from their estates 
and homes on the upper Hudson, then occupied by Ilurgoyne, and were 
not likely to be the "admirers" of any man whom they (the beat 
judges) had reasons for believing was au imbecile or a. coward. 
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A little further on he accuses Schuyler of bringing upon 
Stark "the censure of Congress" for disobedience/· and 
then says that "on the first of Augnst, it [Congress] 
relie\·ed Schuyler from the command by an almost unani­
mous vote, and, on the fourth, eleven States elected Gates 
his successor.t Before he assumed command, Fort Stan­
wix (Schuyler] was safe, and the victory of Bennington 
aeLieved; yet it hastened to vote him [Gates] all the 
power and all the aid which Schuyler, in his moods of 
despondency, had entreated."+ 

Commenting npon this portion of our national history, 
an unprejudiced, acute and thoroughly-informed biogra:. 
pher and historian, after speaking of the unfounded preju­
dice against Schuyler, an9 his own bluntness of expression 
sometimes in his correspondence, says: 

".As a gentleman of strong and culth·ated mind, integrity, hono?', 
and public spirit, none stood highP-r in his own State, or possessed 
more entirely the confidence of his co-patriots. * * * Now and 
then, he incautiously disturbed the nerves of Congress by the tenor of 
his letters. A friend writes to him from that body : ' You know Con­
gress, like a hysteric woman, wants cordials. vVrite truths, without 
making any reflections of your own.' Some of his letters to the Leg­
islature of Massachusetts assumed a tone but little calculated to allay 
j ealousies or gain frieuds.§ This was impolitic, but it would in no 

* Instead of bringing the censures of Congress upon Stark, General 
Schuyler (see letter to Lincoln, on page 263 of this volume) sympa­
t.hized with him, and laid his case favorably before Congress. 

t This was done on the receipt of Washington's letter, declining to 
make any appointment. See page 307 of this volume. 

tThis is true. Schuyler, by his wisdom and energy, had so dis­
puted Burgoyne's advance, at every inch, with a handful of Continen­
tals a.nd militia, that he rendered the victories at Fort Stanwix [Schuy­
ler] and at Bennington possible; and, had Congress been as prodigal 
of its help for Schuyler as it was now for Gates, the battle with Bur­
goyne would have been fought much earlier, and far above Saratoga. 
If the faction in Congrei:;s who formed Gates' friends in that body had 
not induced a witlaholdingof aid from Schuyler, Burgoyne would never 
huve visited Ticonderoga. 
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degree justify the ill-treatment he received as a public man, and 
especially so abrupt a dismissal from a command which he had, up to 
that moment, conducted with all the energy, address and ability that 
it was possible for any officer to exercise under the same circumstances. 
His plans were well laid, and the crown of victory was clearly within 
his reach, when another stepped into his place, who, to secure the 
prize, had only to stand still and wait the onwo.rd tide of events. Gen­
eral Gates was successful where it would have been impossible for 
any man, with a particle of prudence, to fail. Fortune was his friend, 
and to her caprices, moro than to all other causes combined, he was 
indebted for the glory he acquired in gathering the laurels of Sara­
toga."* 

I have devoted much space to the viudication of Gen­
eral Schuyler's character, becanse Mr. Bancroft's '' History 
of the United States" is regarded by the great public as a 
standard authority, and his opinions may be adopted as cor­
rect by a large number of our countrymen. At the risk 
of a disturbance of our pleasant personal re1ations, extend­
ing over many years, I must, in loyalty to the duty of a 
faithful biographer and historian, pronounce his use of parts 
of sentences, without their contexts, in support of his 
views, unfair, and his estimate of the military character of 
General Schuyler unwarranted by any farts known to me 
in that gentleman's career. With a judgment formed by 
the clear and ample testimony before me, I do not hesitate 
to say that in the course of my reading I have never seen, 
in the same number of pages, so many positive errors as 
appear in }Ir. Bancroft's brief review of the career of Gen­
eral Schuyler in the campaign of 1777, up to the time 
when he was superseded by General Gates. If any weight 
is to be given to the decisions of tribunals and the opinions 
expressed by State or National legislatures and the public 
in the form of favorable resolutions, and votes for offices of 
trust and responsibility, as well as to the settled convic-

* JARED SPARKS, LL. D., in his" Life of Gouverneur Morris," i. 148. 
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tions of the people for almost three-fourths of a century, 
we must believe that the historian has, in this case, mis­
interpreted the acts of the patriot and statesman, for it 
cannot be supposed that an officer upon whom rested the 
shadow of a suspicion of cowardice would be requested 
by six general officers to remain with them after being 
deprived of his command, or that he would not have been 
allowed to retire from the army with the consent of Con­
gress full eighteen months after he was dismissed from that 
command ; or that General Washington would express a 
strong desire that he should resume that command. 

Such wqs the experience of General Schuyler. On 
the 27th of December, 1778, be wrote to Congress, ex­
pressing a wish to resign. A motion was made, on the 
4th of January following, that bis resignation be accepted, 
when it was amended by a resc,lntion that prevailed," That 
the further consideration thereof be postponed." Mean­
while, he had received the following letter from General 
Washington, dated Philadelphia, 31st December, 1778: 

"DEAR Sm :-In a letter which I had tbe pleasure of writing you 
on the 18th inst., I requested you to take. the. direction of the maga.­
zines that were to be prepared toward a certain expedition. I should 
have extended the idea to your taking the full command in the North­
ern Department, but I was restrained by a doubt how far the measure 
might be agreeable to your own views and intentions. The same 
doubt still remains; but as it is very much my desire you should 
resume that command, I take occasion to signify it to you. At the 
same time, if you have any material objections against it, I would not 
wish to preclude their operation. If you have not,you will be pleased 
to consider this as an order for the purpose. As you are fully 
acquainted with all the objects of the command, it is unnecessary to 
enter into a detail of particular instructions." 

General Schuyler dec1ined the honor, and, on the 5th 
of March following, again asked Congress to accept his 
resignation. His letter containing this request was not 
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acted upon until the 18th, when a motion was made by 
Mr. Gerry, of Massachusetts,* seconded by Mr. Dyer, of 
Connecticut, that the resignation of General Schuyler be 
accepted. :Mr. Burke, of South Carolina, offered the fol ­

lowing, as an amendment: 
"Resolved, That the President be directed to inform General Schuy­

ler that Congress are very desirous of retaining him in the service, 
especinlly in the present situation of affairs; but if the state of his health 
is such as that he judges it absolutely necessary to :retire, Congress, 
though reluctantly, will acquiesce, and admit his resignation." 

This amendment was rejected by eleven of the twelve 
States represented, to give place to the following resolu­
tion, offere<l by Mr. Smith, of Virginia: 

"Resol'Ocd, That the President be directed to acquaint Major-Gen­
eral Schuyler that the situation of the army renders it inconvenient to 
accept his resignation, and, therefore, Congress cannot comply with 
his reqnest." 

This was carried, against the votes of N evl' England 
and Pennsylvania, and South Carolina <lidded. But 
General Sch nyler persisted in bi-, request to resign, and on 
the 19th of April, 1779, it was, on motion of Samuel 
Adams, seconded by Mr. vVithe1·spoon, of New Jersey, 

"Resolved, That his request be complied with." 
So ended the military career of General Schuyler. We 

have anticipated some of the events ' in that career, for 
an obvious purpose. In reviewing it in the presence of 
minute evidence, it presents many remarkable points; 
none brilliant with the corruscations of exciting scenes, 
such as the details of a great battle, but all of them impor­
tant in the formation of a rounded whole which challenges 
our profound admiration. If the reader shall have care­
f ully studied those events as they have been herein nar­
rated, observed their relations to the history of that t rying 

*Seepage 99- of this volume. 
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period in the war, and considered the lack of resources of 
every kind which continually tended to frustrate the efforts 
of General Schuyler, and then compared his career with 
that of any eommander in that or any other war in which 
the Americans have been engaged, it must have been per­
ceh-ed that for persistence in effort, marvellous industry, 
skill in management, watchfulness, wise forethought, clear 
foresight, heroic endurance of bodily pain and assaults 
upon rcputa.tion, unswerving personal courage under the 
most trying exigencies, unselfish patriotism, fortitude under 
the most depressing circumstances, and the accomplish­
ment of great ends, he stands unriYalled, and may justly 
daim a place among the great military commanders of his 
time. The greatness of such commanders does not wholly 
consist in the skilful movements of vast armies in per­
son, the conduct of great battles and the achievement of 
great victories by brute force, for in these he may ha~e 
assistants as able as himself. It consists chiefly in tho 
accomplishment of the great end by forethought whirh 
provides means, by the right distribution of force, by the 
careful husbanding of resources, in the wise direction of 
mo,-ements, small and great, at the proper time, in a cour­
age to take responsibilities and power to achieve thereby ; 
in a word, to be the centre and controller of forces em­
ployed in the successful management of e~ery operation 
of a campaign, in spite of great obstacles. 

Such, it seems to me, was General Schuyler in his 
incessant warfare, for almost two years, with British regn• 
lars, Canadian partisans, German hirelings, a cloud of sav­
ages on the near frontier, and a host of loyalists and 
personal enemies, open and secret, all about him; with an 
army money-chest and commissariat usually empty ; the 

Google 



334: PHILIP SCHUYLER. [.ET. t5. 

credit of his ~overnment below his own; an insubordi­

nate army; and jealous men, in and out of power, assailing 

his character and casting impediments in his way. He was 

a hero and patriot, in the highest sense of these words. 
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